Packing Suggestions












Being prepared for your trip is very important. Planning for packing should start at least two months before departure. We strongly suggest a rolling duffle bag of medium size. There will be six participants on each safari, and we limit participants to one piece of luggage and a small backpack for day usage. It is strongly suggested that you have a bag with wheels as it is much easier to get around in airports. L.L. Bean has a nice medium-sized bag that works well. We suggest that you choose bright colors (Red, Lime, Yellow) as they are easy to spot at the airport luggage claim. Your backpack can contain your camera, Binoculars, personal snacks, lip balm, sunscreen, rain top, etc.


· General
· Small flashlight- it is easier to find things at night if you have one.
· Good quality Binoculars that are easy to carry.  Great for viewing animals, and bird watching.
· Camera, phone camera, tablet etc.
· Protect your camera.  If you have a camera bag it should be able to protect your gear. Stick in a couple of gallon-sized plastic bags.  Trip weather is usually good, but weather can never be predicted.
· Be sure to have plenty of camera batteries.  There is no place to charge them during the day.  We will have electricity each night for chargers. They take South African plugs.
· Sunglasses
· Sundries
· Skin lotion for dry skin – Small plastic bottle
· Normal toiletries – Small amount 
· Sunscreen – 50+
· A bar of soap – take the kind that you normally use. Toiletries are available, but you might like your own kind of soap/shampoo.
· A bottle of shampoo; make it small.
· Lip balm
· Toothpaste and brush
· Quick dry towel
· Contact solution
· Travel toilet paper
· Feminine hygiene products
· Deoderant
· Clothes etc.
· Good walking shoes and a back-up pair of shoes that are comfortable.  Tennis shoes are fine. You won’t do much walking. 
· If you wear glasses be sure to pack a glasses strap so you don’t lose them.  
· Good sunglasses with a strap to prevent loss
· Good hat with chin strap; wide brim.  A baseball cap does fine, but a hat with a brim is great.
· 8-10, gallon size plastic bags. Great for packing clothes and keeping them organized
· Rain gear.  You will likely not need it, but it is better to be prepared.  You can always wear it as a windbreaker on cool evenings.
· A pair of lightweight wool gloves or mittens.  If the group does a night drive, they will feel good.
· One or two lightweight long-sleeved shirts in case it is cool, or you want to avoid the sun. The light color is good.
· Light wool sweater for cool evenings or for wearing under your rain gear if we have rain. Sometimes, evenings can be quite cool.
· One –light fleece jacket or wool sweater.
· One or two pairs of long pants- lightweight.
· Light weight Bandana or neck gator
· Two pairs of shorts
· One dress shirt/blouse for dinner. Casual wear is good.
· 3-5 Quick dry shirts/blouses or something similar. 
· Quick dry underwear – there is nothing like wearing soggy cotton underwear. It is not fun.
· One small day pack, and one piece of luggage with wheels – medium size
· Funds
· Small U.S dollars with denominations no larger than $5, $10, $20 This is spending money. Likely you won’t spend more than $50 cash but might use a credit card for other things when you go into a town for shopping.  The credit card should be a Visa or Master card. Be sure to tell your credit card carrier you will be traveling in South Africa and give them dates.
· Tips are included in the safari, except the tip for the two drivers who are with the group 24/7. Ask your trip leader what an appropriate tip should be. Tips are paid in U.S. Dollars. They earn every penny.
· Medication
· Pack necessary medications and pack them in your daypack carry-on. Additionally, print out a list of medications prescribed by your physician. Do not pack them in your luggage, take them on the airplane. Be sure you have enough for the entire trip and three days extra.
· Check with your physician for recommended medications for South Africa (Malaria pills, Covid vaccination etc. These are your decisions to make.
· Safety
· Always keep your passport with you. A good passport pouch is helpful. Do not leave it in your luggage.
· Plan on always being with the members of your group.


image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




